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the capacity of the Prussian ministers, or a high notion of his own influence over them, if he was serious in this overture. For my part, I am rather inclined to think that it was merely thrown out to discover whether Frederick William III. .had entered into any engagement contrary to the interest of Napoleon the First; or to allure his Prussian Majesty into a negotia'tidn- which would suspend, or at least interfere with, those supposed to be then on' the carpet with Austria, Russia, or perhaps even with England.
The late Batavian Government had, ever since the beginning of the present war with England, incurrred the displeasure of Bonaparte. When it apprehended a rupture from the turn which the discussion respecting the occupation of Malta assumed, the Dutch ambassadors at St. Petersburg and Berlin were ordered to demand the interference of these two Cabinets for the preservation of the neutrality of Holland, which your country had promised to acknowledge, if.. respected by France. No sooner was Bonaparte informed; of .this .step, than he- marched troops into the heart, of the .Batavian Republic, and'occupied its principal forts, pouts, and. arsenals. ; When, some''time 'afterwards, Count de Markoff. received' instructions1 ' from hi's Court, according to the desire of the Batavian Directory, and demanded, in consequence, an audience from Bonaparte, a map was laid before him, indicating the position of the